
MARCH 14, 2016 

 

The Regular Council Meeting of the City of Lower Burrell was held on Monday, March 14, 2016 at 

7:00 P.M.  Roll call indicated the following present: Councilman Fabry, Councilman Koziarski, 

Councilman Grillo, Councilman Trozzi, Controller Farina, Treasurer Eshbaugh, Public Works 

Foreman Scott Johnson, Chief Weitzel, Solicitor Yakopec, Mayor Callender, and City Clerk Cook. 

 

Everybody has received a copy of the Treasurer's Report.  There being no changes, the Treasurer's 

Report will be turned over to the Controller. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
1. Treasurer’s Report for February, 2016.  (No action needed). 

2. Earned Income Tax Report for February, 2016.  (No action needed). 

3. Collection Service Center for February, 2016. 

4. Letter from Katie Resick dated March 9, 2016.  City Clerk Cook explained the fee in question.  An 

ordinance was recently passed to deal with this type of complaint.  Mrs. Cook will respond to Ms. 

Resick. 

 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT REPORTS:   

 

Councilman Koziarski:  Work is continuing with the lights at Kotecki Park. 

 

Councilman Fabry:  Salted, plowed, and applied anti-skid as needed during snow events.  Installed 

new plow blades on Public Works plows as needed.  Filled potholes and checked various “ice spots” as 

needed throughout the City.  Straightened and replaced other street signs/posts where needed in the 

City.  Checked pipes and inlets throughout City before and after rain events.  Removed dead animals 

as needed from City streets.  Continued to perform building, vehicle, and small machine (tampers, 

chainsaws, etc.) maintenance.  Performed exhaust repair on Truck 05.  Performed routine 

maintenance/service on sweeper and began sweeping City streets: Wedgewood, Glenview, Hillcrest, 

Spiering Plan.  Installed additional lighting in the Police Station.  Assisted New Kensington for one 

day utilizing the Boom Mower.  Conducted monthly safety inspections of Public Works Garages and 

Buildings.  Assisted Sewer Department with cameraing of Alder Right of Way, and raising manhole on 

Right of Way behind City Hall garage.  Night crew continued sign reflectivity evaluations; painted 

Detectives office and replaced ceiling tiles in the Police Department.  Ed Homa attended both the 

Public Works Safety Meeting and the City Hall Safety Meeting. 

 

In the Sewer Department:  Performed sewer lateral inspections at 1756 Roosevelt Drive and 157 

Illinois.  Checked, cleaned, and greased pump stations; cleaned floats and checked grinders; performed 

end of month cleaning.  Performed dye test of storm line at Maple Ridge Apartments to verify outfall 

location.  Replaced Pump #1 at Hillcrest Estates.  Verified Force Main diameters at Little Braeburn 

and Hillcrest Estates.  Built Chicago Pumps for backup.  Performed camera evaluations on Idaho, 

Eastern to Donnell Right of Way, High Street, Nebraska, “Harvey Area,” Jefferson. Montana Right of 

Way, Westbrook to Alder Right of Way, and portions of Alder Right of Way.  Located manhole on 

Eastern Right of Way.  Continued to perform vehicle maintenance.  Began replacement of guide rails, 

brackets, and Pump #1 at Little Braeburn after cleaning with Vactor.  Continued to jet rod, conduct 

manhole inspections, and perform camera evaluations during rain events in “Idaho Area.”  Began 

installation of manhole markers/green post on the Wildlife Lodge Road Sewer Extension Project.  

Performed PA One Calls as needed.  Installed a safety catwalk at Hillcrest and Indiana for use during 

maintenance of shafts/bearings.  Performed root cut maintenance on Jefferson, Nebraska, and 

Montana.  Assisted Street Department in cleaning streets; cleaned parking lots and sidewalks during 

snow events.  Conducted monthly Safety Inspections of all Pump Stations.  Terry Anderson attended 

both the Public Works Safety Meeting and the City Hall Safety Meeting. 

 

The night crew is back to working daylight.  Foreman Johnson and all the Public Works employees 

have done a great job getting us through the winter.  The City of Lower Burrell has been awarded a 

grant for a Storm Water Project that Mr. Johnson applied for.  The next BEAT event will be the Easter 

Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 26th at Burrell Lake Park.  He is in need of volunteers on Wednesday, 

March 16th to stuff approximately 4,000 eggs. 

 

Councilman Grillo:  The monthly report for building permit and correspondence for ordinance 

violations was on file as well as the occupancy inspection report for February, 2015.   

 

Councilman Trozzi:  He reminded everybody that we are committed to reviewing budgets on a 

quarterly basis.  The City of Lower Burrell is still solvent. 

 

Controller Farina:  No report. 

 



Public Works Foreman Johnson:  A grant has been received from Westmoreland Conservation 

District.  It is for road repairs and storm water issues happening on the Upper Braeburn Road heading 

down to the intersection of Edgecliff and Garvers Ferry.  That road floods out during heavy rain 

events.   

 

Chief Weitzel:  Chief Weitzel had reports on calls for service, patrol mileage, arrests, and incidents.  

The School Resource Officer and Burrell students won the HOPE (Heroin Outreach Prevention 

Education) Program in conjunction with the FBI (Pittsburgh).  The prize was $500.  The students in 

turn donated the money back to the School Resource Officer to use for Drug Programs, DARE 

Programs, etc.  The Police Department has  re-entered a speed enforcement and accident enforcement 

agreement with Pennsylvania State Police on any divided highways such as Route 56.  The department 

is breaking away from the City’s web site.  Residents will be able to enter complaints via the web site.   

 

Treasurer Eshbaugh:  The balance in the general fund is $1,471,444.83; the ending balance in the 

sewer fund is $539,636.81.   

 

Solicitor Yakopec:  No report. 

 

City Clerk Cook:  The independent auditor rather than the City Controller is now required to give 

Council a report in March.  The auditors submitted a tentative DCED report which was available for 

review.   

 

Mayor Callender:  No report. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1) Mayor Callender thanked Foreman Johnson for his due diligence on reviewing the bids and 

submitting his recommendations.  Motion by Councilman Fabry, second by Councilman Koziarski to 

award material bids to the lowest responsible bidder as set forth by Foreman Johnson.  Roll call vote 

indicated:  Councilman Fabry:  AYE; Councilman Koziarski:  AYE; Councilman Grillo:  AYE; 

Councilman Trozzi:  AYE; Mayor Callender:  AYE.  5 “AYES.”  All in favor. 

 

2) Motion by Councilman Grillo, second by Mayor Callender to accept Benjamin King’s 

resignation from the Zoning Hearing Board with regret.  Roll call vote indicated:  Councilman Grillo:  

AYE; Mayor Callender:  AYE; Councilman Koziarski:  AYE; Councilman Fabry:  AYE; Councilman 

Trozzi:  AYE.  5 “AYES.”  All in favor. 

 

3) Motion by Councilman Grillo, second by Councilman Fabry to appoint John Kamarados to the 

Zoning Hearing Board.  Mr. Kamarados is replacing Mr. King.  His term expires January 2021.  Roll 

call vote indicated:  Councilman Grillo:  AYE; Councilman Fabry:  AYE; Councilman Koziarski:  

AYE; Councilman Trozzi:  AYE; Mayor Callender:  AYE.  5 “AYES.”  All in favor. 

 

4) Motion by Councilman Grillo, second by Councilman Fabry to approve the first reading of 

Ordinance # 1-2016 – An ordinance amending the planning and zoning code of the City of Lower 

Burrell permitting microbreweries, wineries, and microdistilleries in C, Commercial Zones, in the City 

of Lower Burrell.  Roll call vote indicated:  Councilman Grillo:  AYE; Councilman Fabry:  AYE; 

Councilman Koziarski:  AYE; Councilman Trozzi:  AYE; Mayor Callender:  AYE.  5 “AYES.”  All in 

favor. 

 

5) Motion by Councilman Grillo, second by Councilman Fabry to approve the second reading of 

Ordinance # 1-2016 – An ordinance amending the planning and zoning code of the City of Lower 

Burrell permitting microbreweries, wineries, and microdistilleries in C, Commercial Zones, in the City 

of Lower Burrell.  Roll call vote indicated:  Councilman Grillo:  AYE; Councilman Trozzi:  AYE; 

Councilman Fabry: AYE; Councilman Koziarski:  AYE; Mayor Callender:  AYE.  5 “AYES.”  All in 

favor. 

 

6) Motion by Councilman Trozzi, second by Councilman Grillo to approve an architect drafting 

drawings for building modifications to City Hall not to exceed $19,400.  Roll call vote indicated:  

Councilman Trozzi:  AYE; Councilman Grillo:  AYE; Mayor Callender:  AYE; Councilman Fabry:  

AYE; Councilman Koziarski:  AYE.  5 “AYES.”  All in favor. 

 

7) Motion by Mayor Callender, second by Councilman Grillo to approve hiring a new police 

officer, Mr. Scott Wright.  This is subject to probationary approval.  Roll call vote indicated:  Mayor 



Callender:  AYE; Councilman Grillo:  AYE; Councilman Trozzi:  AYE; Councilman Fabry:  AYE; 

Councilman Koziarski:  AYE.  5 “AYES.”  All in favor. 

 

8) Motion by Councilman Grillo, second by Councilman Trozzi to reappoint Doug Montanari to 

the Parks Commission.  Roll call vote indicated:  Councilman Grillo:  AYE; Councilman Trozzi:  

AYE; Mayor Callender:  AYE; Councilman Fabry:  AYE; Councilman Koziarski:  AYE.  5 “AYES.”  

All in favor. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

 

A resident in attendance questioned the Barking Dog ordinance.  Mayor Callender informed him that 

other ordinances were being looked into.  Councilman Fabry knew that Animal Protectors recently 

took some of the dogs.   

 

Sewer fees were discussed.  The minimum is billed because the sewer line is there for access by 

residents. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

With no further business coming before council, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 7:42 

PM. 

   

Kelly Biddle Cook, City Clerk 

Richard Callender, Mayor         

 

 

NEXT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday, April 11, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. 


