
FEBRUARY 17, 2016 

  

  

The regular monthly meeting of the Lower Burrell Planning Commission was held on Wednesday, 

February 17, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building at 2800 Bethel Street, Lower Burrell, PA  

15068.  Present were Ray Rieser, John Kamarados, Janet Ryan and Robert Liotta, Public Safety 

Director Councilman Grillo, and Ordinance Officer Michael G. Nedley.  Absent was David Kristof. 

  

MINUTES:  

 

Motion by Mr. Liotta, second by Mr. John Kamarados to approve the minutes of the January 20, 2016 

meeting.  Approved.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE:   

 

 None 

  

OLD BUSINESS: 

  

As per Zoning Hearing Board’s request, we were asked to review and comment on the proposed 

Ordinance No. 1-2016, "AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PLANNING AND ZONING CODE 

OF THE CITY OF LOWER BURRELL PERMITTING MICROBREWERIES, WINERIES, AND 

MICRODISTILLERIES IN C, COMMERCIAL ZONES, IN THE CITY OF LOWER BURRELL."  

When discussing this at our January meeting one of our members, Robert Liotta, cautioned that this 

matter may be much more complex than would appear at first glance.  He was aware of problems that a 

neighboring community (Allegheny Township) is experiencing with one of these businesses (Wooden 

Door Winery) and potential costly litigation related thereto. 

 

We decided to postpone our comments so that we would have time to investigate this matter in depth. 

Chairman Rieser contacted the Office of Chief Council of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board and 

spoke with attorney Norina Blym (717-783-9454).  Chairman Rieser found that the laws 

governing microbreweries, wineries, and micro-distilleries are not located in a single place but 

scattered throughout the Liquor Code.  Initially these establishments appear similar to a bar or a 

bar/restaurant which would be permitted in C2 and C3 districts, but there are a number of PLCB rules 

and regulations that are related to bars and bar/restaurants that do not apply to these establishments 

(see, PLCB “CONSUMING ALCOHOL ON BREWERY PREMISES Fact Sheet attached hereto). 

 

The Liquor Code gives the Liquor Control Board the discretion to deny the transfer of any liquor 

license to a place located within 200 feet from any current licensee or 300 feet from any 

schools, hospitals, charitable institutions, public playgrounds or religious institutions. This provision is 

not applicable to microbreweries, wineries, and micro-distilleries.  We feel that such a provision 

should be included as part of the proposed Ordinance No. 1-2016.  In addition to providing a buffer 

zone around sensitive facilities, this rule would help to control the density of businesses serving 

alcohol in the community. 

  

Another item of concern is the handling, disposal, and smell of materials used in and generated from 

the brewing and fermentation processes.  This may be of considerable importance to owners of 

neighboring properties. We also believe that this matter should be addressed as part of Ordinance No. 

1-2016. 

 

Further, consideration should be given to those areas of potential regulation attendant to any use of this 

type (i.e., an establishment that serves alcohol), including additional limits on hours of operation, 



property line setback requirements when abutting a residential property, areas of the site to be utilized 

by patrons (e.g., indoor vs. outdoor areas) and the like. 

 

The Lower Burrell Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend that microbreweries, 

wineries, and micro-distilleries be permitted in the Business Districts (including C-1, C-2 and C-3), by 

special exception only.  This would give the City a greater degree of control over location and density 

of such businesses and the ability to impose conditions as deemed necessary on a case by case basis. 

This would also provide the neighboring property owners input via public hearings. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

 

Donald J. Martino appeared for the purpose of requesting a special exception to operate a used car lot 

at 1001 Greensburg Road, tax map 3 17-08-09- parcels 38, 39, and 40. 

 

Mr. Martino stated that his business will be strictly devoted to car sales and that no repairs of 

automobiles will take place on site.  This type of business is consistent with other businesses in this 

area.  After further discussion a motion was made by Mrs. Ryan, second by Mr. Kamarados to support 

Mr. Martino’s request for a special exception.  All were in favor. 

  

ADJOURNMENT: 

  

With no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Liotta, second by Mrs. Ryan to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:17 PM. 

  

Raymond Rieser, Chairman 

Janet Ryan, Secretary 
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